F…UTILITY JEWELRY FOR EMERGENCY

Or rather

The superfluous for the necessary

(introduction)

Why set up an exhibition of contemporary jewelry on the theme of emergency?

Why organize an auction only for EMERGENCY, an organization that since 1994 has been providing free care and rehabilitation to the victims of wars and other emergencies?

CERTAINLY to issue a challenge: to jewelry makers, who will have to face a very “contemporary” theme and, at the same time, to all those people who will buy and wear the jewelry up for auction, because it is they who will be the judge, they who will give value as well as utility to it, and their choices will determine which donors will be included in the catalog.

But also, and MORE SIMPLY, because this initiative (aimed at supporting a hospital in Sierra Leone) may find broader support and contemporary jewelry may find a further way of expressing itself, taking an active interest in a path of small but sure steps.

A piece of jewelry…something to say, something to give.
                     (continuation)

The AGC  association (Associazione Gioiello Contemporaneo), the event’s sponsor, and EMERGENCY, the beneficiary, invite all those who want to share in this project to sign up.

The participants must pay an entrance fee and send to the organizers the photos of the work they want to auction, together with a short description (maximum 60 words) that gives their personal thoughts on the theme of emergency regarding the work submitted.

Emergency in its entirety…and each one with their own vision of it.

Each participant will exhibit his/her own work in a small, square glass display case (30wx30lx10d cm).

The registration fee is € 50 (€80 for non-AGC members, €40 for students under 25 years of age), which will be used to cover the event’s expenses for promotion and the set-up (auction, advertising, organization, catalog), any funds remaining in excess will be given by the AGC “Paolo e Mascia”, in support of the earthquake victims in Abruzzo.
We will also look for sponsors who can contribute their efforts (and not their money) to ensure the best possible outcome for the project.

The exhibition and (non-profit) auction will be held in Florence's historical centre on Saturday the 28th and Sunday the 29th of November later this year, in the ex-Murate Hall, Madonna delle Nevi, Via Ghibellina/ Via dell’Agnolo.

The event will last two days:

· One day will be dedicated to the opening, the project’s presentation, and the auction of the jewelry on display.

· The second day will be dedicated to Emergency, and the AGC, with an exchange of ideas, opinions and suggestions fundamental to the development of similar future events.

All auction proceeds will be given to EMERGENCY, to be used in particular to finance a hospital in Sierra Leone - the Goderich Children’s Centre.

A selection of the works – all however focusing on the theme of emergency – is not anticipated; all the jewelry pieces will be auctioned and the maker of each piece will determine the minimum auction price for their work.

On the day after the auction, unsold lots may be bought at the minimum auction price.

Photos of the jewelry bought at the auction will replace the original pieces (if collected by their buyers).  We therefore urge sending the organizers high quality images in the required format.

The PARTICIPANTS 

· will do their best to express creatively through their jewelry pieces their interpretation of the event’s theme…and will be personally responsible for the quality of their works.  

EMERGENCY

· will promote the event through its internet website and its Allistante newsletter.  The Florence Emergency group will support and promote the event through its stalls and internet website.

· will manage auction payments through its bank account (and electronic terminal if available).  Through POS payment, deposits will be made by the buyer directly into Emergency’s account at the Banca Etica.  It will also be possible to pay with a bank cheque to Emergency ONG ONLUS.  Emergency will collect the buyer’s personal information and consent as required by the privacy law in order to be able to issue a tax receipt, if requested.  

AGC’s Responsibilities

The AGC will collect the registration fees and will display all the participants’ works up for auction on its website in a section dedicated to this event (in progress), with advertising space for sponsors and anything else necessary for satisfactory promotion of the event.

· Management of participation applications through forms on the internet website

· Deposit of participation fees collected into its own bank account and subsequent crediting to the organizers for the aims of the project.

Responsibilities of the People in charge of the Project

The organizing and signatory members of the project (Federico Vianello, Walter Romani, Corrado De Meo, Fabio Corsini, Carlotta Gambineri, Stefano Pedonesi) will be responsible for the project’s overall organization, which will consist of the following activities:

· Auction (acceptance of auction bids in sealed envelopes by Carla Risaliti C.P.A.).

· Set-up of the exhibition

· Catalog publication 

·  Free mailing of catalog to all participants (makers, buyers and sponsors).

Publication of a catalog to be printed after the event and which will contain:

· an introduction by Emergency 

· a description of the project (by the organizers)

· remarks by the AGC, and any other participants.

· The names of all the participants participating in the project, but only photos of the sold jewels will be published, together with a short description containing: the name of the donor of the jewelry piece, title of the work, materials used, and the short statement by the artist sent upon registration.

· The sponsors’ logos and addresses.  

        Competition Announcement 

Participation in the F-UTILITY JEWELS FOR EMERGENCY is open to everybody: artists, craftsmen-women, designers or students from jewelry schools or universities.

There will be no preliminary jury or selection of the works, we therefore hope the participants will take their commitment to the project seriously and conscientiously, thus contributing to the project’s maximum success …we consider self-regulation also to be an emergency requirement.

For organizational reasons, participation will be limited only to the first 70 people who register.  The expiry date for applications is 20th October 2009; those whose applications are accompanied by digital images of their work (see Pt. 2 requirements), a correctly completed form (including a release statement for the donation) enclosed with the present competition announcement, will be considered to have been registered on the list of participants.

We wish to emphasize from the beginning the importance of the written description introducing your jewelry piece on emergency!  (see Pt. 3 requirements).

The AGC will assign sequential numbers to the participants enrolled (as confirmed by the registration form’s mailing date) as applications are accepted and will communicate the number to each participant; the number will be the lot number used in the auction.  Upon acceptance of the application, the goldsmith has 15 days to pay the participation fee and send a copy of payment (see Pt.1 of the requirements).  Failure to do so will result in the cancellation of the application and the assignment to another participant of the work’s sequential number.

When the 70 available openings are filled, the list will be closed and notification will appear immediately on the AGC website and those of the other associations taking part in the project.

The applications and required documentation shall be mailed to the person in charge of the project by and no later than 20th October 2009:

Federico Vianello: MICROFFICINA via San Zanobi 94/R 50129 Firenze Italia.

Remember to enclose in the envelope:

1. the application form correctly completed, dated and signed

2. donation release form correctly completed, dated and signed

3. a CD containing  the images (obligatory)

The photos can also be sent via e-mail to: f.vianello@fastwebnet.it
If you use e-mail, please send the correctly completed application and the photos as attachments (not within the body of the message).

The release form must be sent by mail in any case, dated and signed, by the deadline. Those not received will be excluded from the project.

Upon registration, the participants commit themselves to deliver their works to the organizers no later than 12 p.m., Saturday 28th November 2009 (if delivered personally).  It is mandatory that the delivered work be the one described in registration packet.

Alternatively, works sent by mail or courier must arrive by and no later than 15th November 2009.  Please send them to:

Walter Romani c/o GATTO BIANCO  Borgo SS: Apostoli 12/r Firenze Italia. 

TEL: 055282989..

The organizers will take the utmost care in setting up the exhibition but they decline all responsibility for theft or damage of the exhibited works during the three-day exhibition, therefore it is strongly recommended that anyone who wishes to insure their works personally take out an insurance policy. 

We strongly urge that the artist be personally present during the event, we will make special arrangements to find accommodation at minimum expense!  Information will sent about the selected hotels and hostels later on. 

Some of the promoting members may offer hospitality in their homes (…for those who find themselves in an emergency situation).
(For info Walter Romani 3406537224   0039 055282989  zanila.t@gmail.com)

Unsold jewelry pieces will be returned to their owners and can be collected after 7 p.m. on the last day of the event.

The organizers will send any unsold jewelry pieces which have not been collected back to anyone who is not able to be present at the end of the exhibition.

Registration Requirements

1. The registration fee (€ 80 for non-AGC members, €50 for AGC members and €40 for students under the age of  25) must be paid within 15 days after acceptance of the registration application via bank transfer to the following account:

AGC Associazione Gioiello Contemporaneo.

C/O Unicredit Banca Agenzia di Cremona P.zza Roma 2

Bank transfer from Italy
C/C 000040371440
ABI : 02008
CAB: 11400
CIN Italia: P
CIN Europa: 28
IBAN: IT28P0200811400000040371440 

Bank transfer from abroad 
IBAN: IT28P0200811400000040371440
CODICE BIC SWIFT: UNCRIT2B320

Please specify the following REASON FOR PAYMENT: registration for the F-UTILI GIOIELLI PER EMERGENCY project + your name

Send a copy of the bank transfer via fax or e-mail to:

Federico Vianello  fax 0039 055499113, f.vianello@fastwebnet.it
2. Requirements for the images to be sent: TIF (preferably) or JPG (high quality)  minimum size 1600 x 1200 pixels. Leave sufficient margins around the photographed object, so that, if necessary, the images may be cut into a square shape. Save the images with the first three letters of your name and surname (e.g., viafed01.tif)  Send good quality images, with good contrast and  well-focused. Do not send more than two images (e.g. an overall and a detailed view, or two different views). The images sent by the goldsmiths will be used on the  AGC website and, if sold, in the catalog.

3. Requirements for the written sentence that gives your personal thoughts on the theme of emergency regarding the work submitted: 60 words maximum, it will be placed in the display case together with your work. (document in Word).

For contacts and further information: 

Corrado De Meo Tel.0586805541 – corradodemeo@hotmail.com
We apologize for all the paper work that bureaucracy imposes upon us. We are working with commitment and passion because we believe in this project and we are dedicating a lot of our time to it, this is the biggest guarantee we can offer in advance as thanks for your participation.

Florence 10th July,  2009 

Federico Vianello, Walter Romani, Corrado Demeo, Fabio Corsini, Carlotta Gambineri, Stefano Pedonesi

Meeting Program for the 2 days

Saturday 28th November 2009

3,30 p.m.: Exhibition Opening and Presentation

 
Meeting with Emergency
5.30 p.m.: Auction …and the buffet open!

8.30 p.m.: Auction closes  

Sunday, 29 November 2009

10 a.m. to 12,30 a.m.: Meeting with  AGC and discussion among the participants…What has emerged  and what can emerge?

Lunch break with  round tables in local trattorias (restaurants) 

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.: Meeting with Emergency

7 p.m.: Exhibition closing. Handing over of the jewelry pieces purchased but yet not collected by the buyers. The goldsmiths can retrieve their unsold works.

